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Global History I.
Ancient Chinese Dynasties and Philosophies Test

Directions: Select the best answer for each question.
1. In which region did China’s earliest civilizations develop?

a. Gobi Desert 



c. Yellow River Valley
b. Himalaya Mountains 


d. Tibetan Plateau

2. Which major geographic feature was a barrier to cultural diffusion between India and China?
a. Himalaya Mountains 

c. Sahara Desert

b. Deccan Plateau 


d. Great Rift Valley
3. Historically, the Huang He has also been known as the “River of Sorrows” because:

a. frozen ports have made trade difficult

b. cataracts have made transportation impossible

c. floods have destroyed crops and villages
d. burials have taken place at the sacred waters
4. Mandate of Heaven, production of silk, and reverence (respect) for ancestors are all characteristics associated with civilizations in:

a. India 



c. Greece

b. China 



d. West Africa
5. Both the Ancient Romans and Ancient Chinese views foreigners as inferior. This is an example of:
a. cultural diffusion 

c. materialism

b. imperialism 


d. ethnocentrism
6. The exchange of silks and spices along the Silk Roads is an example of:

a. cultural diffusion 
c.   ethnocentrism

b. self-sufficiency

d.  desertification

7. Before the use of the Silk Road, how did geography affect early China?

a. The mountains and deserts in western and Southwestern China slowed the exchange of ideas.
b. The northwestern region provided many fertile areas suitable for farming.

c. The three major river systems provided barriers against invasion.

d. The lack of deep-water ports on the eastern coast prevented China from developing trade with other nations.

8. The Silk Road was important because it allowed for the:

a. exploration of China by the Roman Army

b. development of agriculture by the nomadic people of Central Asia

c. movement of Chinese armies through Southeast Asia

d. exchange of goods and ideas between Asia and the Middle East
9. Which individual developed an Asian philosophy associated with the five relationships, filial piety, and the Analects?
 

a. Laozi (Lao Tzu)  


c. Confucius
d. Han Wudi 



d. Siddhartha Gautama
10. Which belief system was the basis for the civil service exams given during the Han Dynasty?
a. legalism  



c. Buddhism

b. Daoism   



d. Confucianism
11. Confucianism had a strong impact on the development of China mainly because this philosophy:
a. established a basic structure for military rule

b. provided a basis for peace and social order
c. contained the framework for a communist government

d. stressed the importance of the individual
12. China under the Han dynasty and the Roman Empire were similar in that both grew wealthy because they?
a. developed extensive trade networks
b. created classless societies

c. encouraged democratic ideals

d. established free-market economies

13. What was one reason for the decline of both the Han dynasty and the western Roman Empire?

a. outbreak of war between religious groups

b. inability to force back foreign invaders
c. efforts of the middle class to gain power

d. lack of a common currency
14. Who was the leader of the Han Dynasty that brought them into a golden age?

a. Wudi 


c. Shi Huangdi

b. Laozi 


d. Liu Bang

15.  Which of the following suggested headlines below would be the most appropriate title for the outline below?

I. __________________________

1. Stability in political affairs leads to peace

2. Development of new architecture works

3. Achievement in learning, literature, and the arts

4. Progress in transportation, communication and trade

5. Advancements in mathematics, science and technology

a. Silk routes Spread Culture

b. The Results of the Opium Wars

c. The Effects of Daoism’

d. Golden Ages of the Ancient World

16. Hammurabi’s code of laws and Qin dynasty legalism are similar in that both promoted the idea that:
a. worship of leaders will maintain the power of an empire

b. an informed citizenry will help maintain peace and prosperity

c. equality of the people is the most important goal of government

d. harsh punishments for crimes will lead to a more orderly society
17. What is the basic belief of Daoist’s?


a. To be good humans

c. to follow the advice of leaders


b. to be a strong leader

d. to live in harmony with the natural world

18. The original founder of Daoism was?
A. Chuang Tzu

C. Buddha

B. Lao Tzu


D. Shi Huangdi     
19. What are two contributions of the Han Dynasty?

a. paper and civil service exams
c. paper and gunpowder

b. chariots and bronze

d. silk and jade
20. Shi Huangdi, the First Emperor, united China by:

a. importing European weapons
b. enforcing strict legalist principals

c. encouraging Confucian teachings

d. setting up the civil service exams
21. What is an example of Qin Dynasty censorship?


a. Burning “undesirable books”

b. Only hiring Daoists


c. Banishing alchemists


d. Building the Great Wall

22.  The rule of Shi Huangdi, legalism, and the tomb of terra cotta soldiers are most closely associated with the

a. Maurya Empire 


b. Persian Empire

c. Qin dynasty 


c. Hellenistic culture
23. What type of government did Shi Huangdi create?

A. Non-hereditary bureaucratic system

B. a Legalist Government
C. Democracy

D. Communist
24. Which dynasty is responsible for the invention of the compass, the establishment of standard weights and measurements, expanding the Great Wall of China and the use of the Silk Road?

a. Qin





b. Persian 
c. Gupta




d. Han
25. The idea of choosing leaders according to their knowledge, skills and civil service exam, and not their family connections, was first established under the

a. Egypt



b. Han
c. Shang



d. Babylon 

Part II: Short Answer – Constructed Response ()
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26) In your own words, describe the Mandate of Heaven. (5 pt)
The Mandate of Heaven is what the leaders of China would use to gain power. Leaders would say that the gods gave them the right to rule. 
27) How did dynasties gain the Mandate? (5 pt)
Dynasties gained the Mandate of Heaven by defeating the old dynasty and claiming the Mandate of Heaven.
28) How did dynasties lose the Mandate? (5 pt)
Dynasties lost their Mandate of Heaven by making bad decisions, bad harvests, and natural disasters. 
The Great Wall of China
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30) What was the major purpose of the Great Wall of China?(5 pt)

The Great Wall of China was built to protect against the barbarians from the north. 
31) Which Emperor started to build the Great Wall of China? (5 pt)
Shi Huangdi started the building of the Great Wall of China.
32) Who during the Qin Dynasty were largely responsible for building the Great Wall? (DO NOT JUST WRITE SLAVES!) (5 pt )
The people responsible for building the Great Wall of China are slaves and prisoners. 

33) How did the wall represent the Qin’s legalist way of government? (5 pt)
The wall was meant to keep people out of China and keep people in isolated in China. 
The Silk Road
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34) What was the Silk Road? (5 pt)
The Silk Road was a network of trade routes that connected China to the Middle East and Europe. 
35) Name three (3) things that were traded on the Silk Road. (5)
Three items that were traded on the Silk Road were Silk, Spices, and Rice. 
